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Friday 11th May 2018 
 

From Mrs May 

Last Friday afternoon, we held our annual Talent Show. It was enormous fun with 19 acts ranging 

from singing and dancing, to musical recitals, to a Longwood tennis record and even a magic act. It 

was lovely to see the children enjoying themselves and so many of them being brave enough to get 

up and have a go. The judges had a hard time making their decisions and I didn’t envy them. 

Congratulations to Ahran, Khaya, Constantine, Lana and Charlie and also to Charlotte, who were 

awarded joint third place; to Amelia MD, Seun, Emma, Kristina and Freya and also to Kian, who were 

awarded joint second place; and to Sara and Amaya who were our joint winners. Thank you to Mrs 

Bointon and Mrs Sangster for judging and to Amelia H for organising the event. 
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On Wednesday, all children in FS – UKS2 were treated to a performance from M&M Productions, a 

visiting theatre company. They staged The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe, which was enjoyed 

immensely by everyone. The four actors used some cleverly thought out scenery and between them, 

they played 15 different characters. After the show, UKS2 took part in a workshop, learning some of 

the lighting and sound effects and other secrets behind the performance. 

 

News from Nursery 

Apple children have been looking at shapes for their topic, exploring different activities such as 

shape puzzles and shape sorters. Many of the children enjoyed learning about the different shapes 

and attempting to fit them into the correct slot. Some children attempted to repeat the name of the 

shapes back to the practitioner showing that they are engrossed in the activity and wanting to learn 

new exciting things. Apple room have also been creating art work around this topic including shape 

printing.  

The Apple children are excitedly anticipating their new garden, watching Keith and Richard as they 

put the final pieces together. The garden should be finished within the next week, and we are all 

very excited for the grand opening and being able to play on/in all the new activities. 
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From Mr Livesey 

Hertfordshire County Council – Early Years Safeguarding Advisors 

In our proactive approach to continually improve, we paid for two Hertfordshire advisors for 

safeguarding to visit Longwood for a safeguarding inspection on 1st May 2018. These advisors work 

closely with Ofsted Early Years in Hertfordshire settings.   

The advisors were very thorough and spent some of the day inspecting pre-school and nursery. They 

also inspected paperwork, records, processes and procedures, our single central register, ongoing 

training records, appraisal and supervision records and qualifications, risk assessments, safeguarding 

reports, and fire safety records for several hours. These showed that we meet all Early Years 

Foundation Stage statutory requirements for safeguarding and welfare. We were delighted that the 

inspectors were pleased with their findings.  

We have taken on board their recommendations from the report and now have in place first aid 

bags strategically placed around the building instead of in the office and medical room only; secured 

the door between the Willow sleep room and Apple to prevent any finger pinching, made the 

reporting of evidence of FGM a statutory requirement in our safeguarding policy, added the actual 

numbers of children on roll during fire drill in the log, and developed an emergency lock down 

procedure. 

The advisors also emailed the following comments with the report, which they are happy for us to 

share with you: 

‘We can see that the children enjoy their time at your setting as they were fully engaged in their play 

and making good use of the activities the staff provided. 

Thank you for sharing examples of your good practice with us, including your AOL (Accident Out of 

Longwood) form and the format you use for references. We particularly liked the wording of the 

questions on the reference form and it appears that this format works well for you in gaining 

informative references.  

The report records the processes and procedures ‘which are’ in place to ensure you meet the 

statutory EYFS requirements for safeguarding and welfare.’ 

Hertfordshire County Council – Early Years Advisors 

We also look forward to welcoming two Early Years advisors to visit on 14th May 2018 to advise on 

planning, teaching and assessment in the Early Years at Longwood. We hope to share news of this 

with you in due course. 

School Ofsted 

Following our school inspection in December, recently we heard that an Ofsted inspector was 

pleased with our action plan, which they received in January. The action plan showed that our 

current processes and procedures meet all the Independent School and EYFS standards, as was also 

noted by the Hertfordshire County Council safeguarding specialist team last week. We look forward 

to receiving a day visit from School Ofsted to see our action plan in practice, and then a new full 

inspection in due course recognising our quality. However, we have no control over the timeframe. 
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We thought that it would be a good idea to share our procedure for dealing with the event of a 

child inserting an object into their nose or ear. Although unusual, some children do explore from 

time to time as they grow.   

If a member of staff is aware that a child has inserted an item into their nose or ear, the child will be 

taken to a nursery manager/head teacher (first aid trained). If the item remains lodged, the parent 

will be notified immediately and an ambulance called. The nursery manager/head teacher will 

appoint a member of staff to stay with the child on a one-to-one basis. If the parent or the 

ambulance has not arrived within 20 minutes, the nursery manager/head teacher will make 

arrangements for the child to be taken to Watford A & E and meet the parents there. 

School Uniform Update 

The school uniform policy is being updated and will be sent out next week. From September, we are 
replacing the current green gingham summer dress with a green striped dress (Kinsdale Corded 
Stripe). This is much smarter and must be purchased from one of our suppliers, to ensure uniformity. 
This dress will be compulsory from April 2019. 
From the beginning of June, you will have the choice of buying Longwood uniform from dj uniforms 
in Bushey High Street or from Beat School Uniforms in Watford. More details very soon. 
 

Health and Safety Summer Update 

School children should apply long-lasting sun cream before school, which should last all day long. 

They should not bring cream into school or holiday club from now on. Nursery children should also 

have cream applied before they come in. If you wish for them to have it reapplied after their midday 

nap, please send in a named tube/bottle. Please check that all cream is still within its use by date – it 

does not last forever. 

All children should have a sunhat for the hot weather. School children should have one as part of 

their uniform. If your child is in Nursery, please send in a hat which can remain at Longwood. 

Lastly, please note that all shoes must be closed toe. Open-toed shoes are unsuitable in our nursery. 

May Half Term Holiday Scheme 

The new programme and booking forms are now available on the website. 

For Year 5 Parents 

You should have received an email regarding the application process for secondary school transfer. 
Please look out for it, as it is important. 

Congratulations 

Well done to Niya (FS). She showed me a beautiful sentence that she had written independently. 

The children were asked to write about the story that they have been reading. Niya’s work had a 

lovely level of detail and gave a flavour of springtime, as they were challenged to do. She also 

remembered nearly all of her finger spaces. Great job, Niya! 
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Charlotte and Rebecca (UKS2) have been busy looking at their family tree since beginning to study 

the Victorians. Their grandad has given them some photos of their great great grandparents, who 

were children in the Victorian era and later fought in the First World War. How interesting, girls! 

Well done for being able to remember who’s who. 

Isabella (FW) earned a special gold sticker this week for painting a lovely butterfly. She chose what 

she wanted to paint without any adult direction and the end result was symmetrical and very 

colourful. Well done to our budding artist. 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 11th May School hall Movie Night Mini movie for FS at 5.45 
Main movie at 7pm 

Wednesday 16th May 2.15 at Longwood Year 5 and 6 mixed 
rounders match 
(against Buckingham 
Prep) 

Parents welcome to watch.  

Friday 18th May Leave school at 
8.30, return at 
3.30 

UKS2 trip to Audley 
End 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £20. 

Thursday 24th May 9.45ish (time to 
be confirmed) at 
Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre 

KS1 and KS2 gym 
display 

For KS1 & KS2 parents. 

Thursday 24th May Edge Grove. 
Leaving 
Longwood at 2pm 
and returning at 
4pm. 

Year 3/4/5 girls 
rounders match 

Parent volunteer drivers 
needed please. 

Wednesday 6th June 7.30 pm at school FoL meeting All welcome. 

Thursday 7th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm 

FS trip to Kew 
Gardens 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £21. 

Thursday 7th June Edge Grove. 
Leaving 
Longwood at 2pm 
and returning at 
4pm. 

Year 2/3 girls 
rounders match 

Parent volunteer drivers 
needed please. 

Friday 8th June Leave school at 
8.30, return at 
3.30pm 

LKS2 trip to Chiltern 
Open Air Museum 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £35. 

Friday 8th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm 

KS1 trip to 
Rickmansworth 
Waterways Museum 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £18. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Monday 11th – Friday 
15th June 

All week Science week – lots 
of exciting things 
going on 

Mad science experiments, a 
falconry visit, kite flying and 
all things to do with flight. 
The cost of this week is £23 
for UKS2, LKS2 and KS1, £18 
for FS, £4 for FT & FW. 

Wednesday 13th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm 

FS-UKS2 trip to RAF 
Museum 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is included in 
Science Week (above). 

Thursday 14th June 7pm in 
classrooms 

Moving up meetings 
if your child is 
moving into a new 
school class in 
September. 

This is a chance to meet the 
teacher and find out some 
preliminary information 
about next year. 

If your child is moving into FT, FW, FW, year 1, year 3 or year 5 in September, you are requested 
to attend this meeting. Children who will be in year 3 or year 5 in September are welcome to 
attend too. Please fill in the form attached to this newsletter and return it to the school office. 

Friday 15th June School hall  Mini Disco 5.30-6.30 for FT/FW/FS  

Friday 15th June School hall Main Disco 7-9pm for KS1 & KS2 

Tuesday 19th June – 
Friday 22nd June 

4 days UKS2 trip to France Details to follow. 

Tuesday 26th June Morning – time to 
be confirmed 

KS2 Swimming Gala KS2 parents invited to watch 

Thursday 28th June Late morning and 
lunchtime 

Preschool sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to watch games 
and share a picnic lunch 

Thursday 28th June Lunchtime and 
afternoon 

Main school sports 
day 

All parents and friends 
welcome to share a picnic 
lunch and watch games and 
races. Prize giving at 3.30pm 

There will be ice-creams and lollies for sale on the playground after sports day. This will be strictly 
cash only so please make sure you have some. If you are not attending, but would like your child 
to have an ice-cream, please make sure your child has some cash. 

Friday 29th June 9.00, school hall FS class assembly Parents welcome. 

Friday 29th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm.  

FT & FW trip to 
Woodside Park 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £18 

If your child does not attend on Fridays, they may still take part in this trip. Please contact your 
class teacher. 

Saturday 30th June 12-3pm in the 
school grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery and 
school family and friends 

Tuesday 3rd July 9.05, school hall FT class assembly Parents welcome 

Thursday 5th July 9.05, school hall FW class assembly Parents welcome 

Thursday 5th July 6pm at school Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All KS2 children to attend. 
Parents and friends all 
welcome. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Sunday 16th Sept Cassiobury Park, 
12pm onwards 

FoL family picnic Bring your own picnic. Come 
and have fun. 

Thursday 4th Oct 7pm Open Evening This is for prospective 
parents. Please spread the 
word. 

Friday 12th Oct 7.30pm, school 
hall 

FoL Quiz Night More details soon, but 
please hold the date. 

 


